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Dream trips
From meeting penguins 
in Antarctica to blowing 
your mind in Japan

And relax...
 The world’s most  

sensational spa retreats
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Last-minute WEEKENDs

Whether you're an art enthusiast, or are simply seeking a break 
away with a difference, the Lebanese capital is calling

EvEryonE’s hEading to… 
Beirut Art Fair

Where: Beirut 
International Exhibition 
and Leisure Centre
When: 21 to 24 September
Why: Launched in 2010, 
Beirut Art Fair quickly 
emerged as an important 
event on the region’s art 
world calendar, offering 
galleries, collectors and leading talent a 
platform for discussion. This year, the fair 
is hosting works from approximately 59 
galleries from around the world, featuring 
both established and up-and-coming 
artists. New for 2017 is Beirut Design 
Fair (running from 20 to 24 September), 
dedicated to collectible and limited 
edition furniture and design objects, with 
an impressive line-up of conferences and 
round-tables, workshops, installations 
and live performances to take in. Plus, as 
part of the overarching Beirut Art Week, 
visitors to the city can explore around 20 
interactive installations, sculptures and 
performances strategically placed around 
its famous landmarks.
Don’t miss: The exhibition at the centre 
of the Art Fair: ‘Ourouba, The Eye of 
Lebanon’. Curated by London-based expert 
Rose Issa, the collection seeks to answer 
some of the cultural issues and questions 
that the region has been struggling with 

in recent years as a result of 
the widespread political and 
social unrest, by celebrating 
life through art. Fans of the 
great poet and philosopher 
Khalil Gibran can’t miss the 
exhibition of the drawings 
and illustrations by the man 
himself, made for the first 

edition of his book The Prophet, displayed 
alongside artwork by Rachid Koraïchi for 
the most recent edition.
While you’re there: If, between 
the round-the-clock art and design 
consumption, you find you have some 
time to kill, head to Jeita Grotto for 
another type of art – the natural beauty 
of stalactites and stalagmites in two 
vast caves will take your breath away. 
Especially the lower cave which is half 
filled with icy cold water, in which a 
guide with a small row boat will take you 
around for a truly spiritual, albeit slightly 
eerie, experience.
Where to stay: Le Gray Beirut (le-gray.
hotels-beirut.com) is the official hotel 
partner for both Beirut Art Fair and 
Beirut Design Fair. Those who stay there 
can enjoy VIP passes to the fair as well as 
a regular shuttle service to the event.  
To find out more about the event, visit 
beirutartfair.com

ON YOUR 
DOORSTEP
Mleiha Fossil Rock Lodge

Take a leaf out of Indiana Jones’ 

playbook at this upcoming 

luxury hideaway in Sharjah

Eco tourism and archaeological 

heritage will soon have a new 

home in Sharjah with the 

boutique Mleiha Fossil Rock 

Lodge (shurooq.gov.ae) set 

to welcome its first overnight 

guests by the end of the year. 

Located next to popular 

weekend day-tripper 

destination Fossil Rock, the 

lodge is housed in two single-

storey stone buildings dating 

back to the 1960’s that were 

previously a clinic and grocery 

store. Luxury has thankfully 

superseded convenience with 

the contemporary-designed 

10-guest lodge, which is part of 

the all-new Sharjah Collection, 

also featuring an upscale 

restaurant and 430-square-

metre spa. 

Nestled within Mleiha 

Archaeological and Eco-tourism 

Project, nature and adventure 

co-exist with guests able to enjoy 

a full menu of activities ranging 

from eco walks and nighttime 

stargazing to dune driving and 

desert safaris. Take the chance 

explore the area, which is rich 

with the fossils of shells and small 

sea creatures that graced the 

ocean floor millions of years ago.

World Traveller   63

weekends Abu dhabi 

Islamic insight headlines the September calendar at Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque  
with a unique exhibition tracing the history of Hajj

Make it a cultural month 

Explore the story and history of Mecca and rituals of the annual 
Hajj pilgrimage through the eyes of the UAE’s founding father, 
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, at a fascinating new 
exhibition entitled Hajj: Memories of a Journey.

A rich, engaging and unique insight into this spiritual 
pilgrimage, the exhibition charts the history and context of the 
Hajj and draws on inspiration from Sheikh Zayed’s own Hajj 
journey in 1979.

The landscaped grounds of Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque are 
the starting point for visitors to make their own personal journey 
through an extensive collection of locally and internationally-
sourced artefacts, historic photographs, multimedia displays and 
contemporary commissioned installations.

Delve deeper into Islamic history
One of the five fundamental pillars of Islam, the exhibition 
brings the significance of this holy journey to life and recounts 
the story of the early spread of Islam at various historical sites in 
the Arabian Peninsula, with a focus on highlighting the Islamic 
attributes of tolerance, equality and diversity.

Visitors will be able to learn about the historical progression 
of the arrival and adoption of Islam in Arabia, as well as view a 
collection of the Kaaba's coverings – known as kiswah – from 
different historical eras.

Those keen to expand the mind can also take part in an 
inspiring series of public programmes and educational workshops, 
along with the opportunity to learn about the experiences of 
Emirati pilgrims over the years.

The curated material includes oral histories, and some of the 
earliest photographs and archival resources in existence, to 
illustrate the traditional routes and old paths taken by UAE and 
international pilgrims to Mecca, as well as to realistically depict 
the challenges they faced during their long travels.

Where: Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque grounds
When: From 19 September
Hajj: Memories of a Journey is organised by the Sheikh Zayed Grand 
Mosque Center under the patronage of HH Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, 
and in collaboration with Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority. 

Silk fragment probably from the tomb of the 
Prophet,1600–1800, Ottoman Turkey, woven 

silk, Sharjah Museum of Islamic Civilisation

Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque
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